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NEW STYLES
IN CORSETS.

They Rerﬁlﬁtha
Days of Louis XIV.
Grand Dames.

FRANCE'S NEW
) CONTRIBUTION:

The Present Tendency Is To-
~ ward Some Slight Or-
namentations.

Among the most attractive corsety of the
Spring sesson are those which clalm Kkin-
ship with the styles existing In ilie Louls

XIV. relgn. The Empire girdie takes
preceldence over all others, because it
foplils the form into that peoulinr Jow-

bust effect which 18 the ambition of every
well-dressed ‘wonian ind considered the
deme of style.  The glrdle niny be de-
seribed as the bodice of a hundeed Dbones.
fr la of cotlon or siik, with qulta u full
spring reacking roward the bust, sad con-
trols, by & simple process of construetion,
the watist line, which has the happy facul-
ty of crentipg a very small welst and very
full bust. It conies In a variety of designs
In sllk eoutllle, ond decorated with a
lnee tuffle both at top and bottom. At the
fop the gindle describes a deep polut and
below the walst 1t s out round,

The Marie Antoinette, which has enjoyed
aplversal popularity durlug the Winter, 18
now showu in sllk bobblpetie, making a
delightfnl Summer corset. It Is quite as
strang ws coutllle and woven with an eye
1o nillity, These corsets are supplied with
8 novel csutrivanes. the garter suspender,
which Is festened (o the steels In front and
sorre the double purpose of holding up the
stookings anit keeplug down the ablomen.
The honing in the corset Is such as to glve
it & very excellent ¢urve over the hips.
The Bones all point toward the front and
this tends to give n certnin roundness,
Fuoll over-ruffies, shirrid on narrow satin
ribhons, decorate the upper portlon of the
torset, and @ plush band at the bottom
glves & pretty finish.

The newest French corset which Is seen
ix oF satin. anid the style couforms to the
Intest tdea of » perfect Parislan model. It
Is cut high up under the arm, low in frout,
eniphasizing the length of the walst and nl-
lowing the drooping of the bust, which
How seems so desirable. Atthched to them
#lso I8 the French novelty In the way of
Yape =npperters, made in a shade of silk
with the corsst. The corset s of hello-
trope satin, flowered in violets

Yerhups the res) novelty of the geason 1=
the corset madic of ribbon. Crosawise bands
of gros-grain cibbon are construeted on
wkalghane, [t ls perfectly durable ond is
handsatnely  Inced amld
e ontill W nsed  freely  for
b i Cutgetz.  One of the vagariés of
the fashionnble woman 15 thut of haying
porset and' skirt to mateh. When made of
&Ik they have an interiining of like mate-
il andl the beglog I= placed between the
Inner and onter mnterinl, The tendency to
manufoetuce corsels g to produce the
Tow byt effect has mide it difflcalt to ob-
taln any other styie uprlee of fashion
{e 1o have o hodice for night wear resem-
bling somewhnt the corset walst worn for
swlmmitg. Tt ussally buttens in front and
remalus laced behind. Uander the srms in
thé front dand at the back they are heavily
bomed and all sopport the bost. Thesse are
siipplleéd with straps which go over the
houlder and are decoruted extensively In
Jatenclenncs lace nud satin ribbon. A

e bolored satin pibbon. The corset is
“ormed of many bands of ribbon which

ABOUT WOMEN'S WAISTS.

A Discussion |s Raging in London as to
Whether 16 Inches or 18 Inches
Is the Proper Girth.

The question of the proper sive of
women's waists Is belng agltated with some
heat in the London soclety journals. The
field seems to be divided into two parties,
one of which may be called the “sixtecn
inchers,”” who Insist that no female figure
can be beautiful If the walst Iz larzer in
girth thun sixteen inches. The other party
eomprises the “elghteen inchers,” who hall
out for an additiopal two luches in the
length of the girdie.

The discusston was nunounced by the
stiatoment carelessly mude by 4 maw of
prominence, thut In these days of atlletics
gnd bicyeilng, there Is no sueh thing ns a
amall walat, It 1s not likely that the two
gets of controversialists - will ever arr
nt an understanding and ngree to split the
differance and compromise at seveonteen
Inches, :

Meanwhile; it Is asserted by scuiptors and
artists, that n woman's waist shonld be
proportlonate to her other physical dimen-
slong,

“TThe abnorpnl  walst,” writes ‘one of
these congolssenrs, “is no lonzer the el
of men. A man kuows perfectly well that
a ecertaln breadth of shoulder and hips
should, for the snke of syminetry, be #szo-
clated in the same body with a correspotid-
Ing width of waist, und he prefers nowa-
days to see the proporilon earvried out.™

The digcussion will probably eud In noth-
Ing of good for the femnla anstomy. A
valn woman will do almost anything vather
than Wwear any bot the smallest possible
waist, Amd the larger the woman is, I['sho
e vitln, the more promioent will be her of-
fort to reduce her walst to a girth abso-
lutely out of all proportion to the rest of
her figure. }

BEN BOLT'S REAL AUTHOR.

He Tells the History of the Famous Melody
and Discusses the Attempts Mads
to Pirate |t.

Ve

Thomas Dunnn English, the suthor of
the song “Ben Bolt.,” with which 'Prilby
hias brought the world to hierfeet, bertomes
ludiguant when congratunizied on hls
world-wide reputation us a song writer,
and says things about & “‘hack rider
named Do Maurier, who has outrazeously
mutilated and misinterpreted’ his song.

Mr. English, who is now In his seventy-
seventh year, resides dt No. 57 Btute street,
Newiark, N. J. His home displays a doc-
for's sign In one of the front windows,
though Eunglish hng won considernble repu-
tation as a journallst and iz an sax-member
of Congress. He talks entertainingly of the
song which hos given him fame, and in
dlgenssing the matter a day or two sluce,

ribbon trimmed. | bered that my song is now In the fOfty-
prue- | third year of its age.

sald:

“I am willlng to tell the history of *‘Ben
Holt" o orded to correet cerluln  errors
in literary record which are current con-
cerning myself and my song. The popn-
larity of a certain novel which contains
a mtitilated copy of the song has brought
doptt upon we g borde of autograph hunt-
ers. And It hds led to a great fhany mls-
statements, 1 am willing to donslder il
this as a proper penally for my early Lit-
erary Indlscretion. It must be remenm-

“During the Summer of 1843, while in
New York, I met a man nomed \\"illiﬂ.i’
wlio, i connection with George P. Mor- .

| #lg, had revived the old New York Mirrer

{whole to Willg without revision.
phsrmiing specimen of morning corset is of |
abont two ‘weeks ufter thls the words dap-
| penred in the New York Mirror In the is-

pluiply gireh the walst and are urvanged on

Hooks. It ls merely a skeleton gindle and
% not usefol, bui cather pleturesgue and
persuades the matron or mald who wears It
thit she has sot lefr ol an avticie of ap-
perel withont which sbe might apperr to
dissdvantige. Corseta In which elastic Is
introdoeced in the slile no longer obtain.
u trlek of the corset maker ail ditficultivs
of this natore sre overvome by an. inser-
stlontof gores nud gusseis,
wheve bones should be properly located ob-
vistes the necessliy of the Introduction of
wny forelgn material. A corset which will
uot generally Le adepted Is  sowmewhat

unique from the manuer of its lacing In the
back—two tiny tron rods are jngerted In the
caslug anil the corgel Jaces are wound back
Mol forth. When vemoving fhe corset it Is
only pecessaty to pull our the rod and you
sre releasid.  Te s hooked in the crdinary

A knowledge of |

|

Iyl

manner, which only serves to Hlustrate the |

faut that svery specimen of stay lins some

characteristie . which makes It a fashlon |

into leself.

Don’ts_ for Lent.

DOX'T forget thut this is the season of

fasting.
DON'T neglect the dally service.
DON'T forget to practise self-denial
DON'T nm{t your dally offering.
DON'T fall trn pu;l usldiy one tenth'' of
Four earnings for charity.
DOS™ eat mest on Friday.
DON'T fall to remember that February
. 28 and 20 are Ember days,
DON'T dlsregard the privileges of holy
ootmunlon. ;
h N'T forgat that Lent 15 a s#ason of re-

pentance,
DON"I" accept Invitations to parties or

i
DONT attend the theatre.
DON'T ¢at sweets, but pot

aslde for home missions,

DON'T joln n sewing clrele
pioys a dansgeuse (o rouse
stitelr garments for the pour.

PON'T neglect each day to
Kkl pervice for the slck.
¥ _§"I‘ forget It Is more blessed to give
that to receive.

PON™D forget that Lent continuves forty
diye ahd that each day affords an oppor-
uutit{x for retrospection.

DON'T imagine Lest a period for pay-
inﬁ&!lpner ealls.

N'I' eancel your soclal obligations by

‘lvingrmul dinners and teas

the money

which em-
while you

parform a

T beileve the scason was created
for taklug vest cures.
PON'T conclude that & cessation of gay-
otles 15 all that s required
DON"D. forget your dutles as a Church

manéb(er.

: NP refraln from alb ving because
you are devoting the pro of your spe-
self-denlal 1w your pet charity.
HONT Lelleve Easter Sunday I8 intended

for a “dress ﬂ.mrle" day.

DON'T be funntical
DON'T fesad the family on eggs becauss
you llks them, or on fish because It Is

"DON'T be g0 pious as to refuse to ride
R e
mnuﬁum; the seison by a week

Mm a virtue If you have It

Willis told me their meaus were not very |
ereat, and that the sssiktunce of any of |
thelr friends in the way of literary mu:ri-|
butfons would be welcome . In fact, ke
pressed me 't write for them for “Lhe|
love of the thing,’" and suggested a =e4 |
SODKE-

“After several attempts I mansged to
grind oui something It spun out unth
four aod a half stanwes of the present
version of ‘Ben Bolt' had been written.
Then tle Inspiretion gave out. 1 counld
not get & proper peroration. In degpalr
1 added to it the four first lnea of the
discarded sea wong, and then sent the

“I thought thut to be the lgst of It. But

gue for Beptember 2, with a line of com-
mendation. 1 thought little of It, and
merely appended iy loitials—T. D. BE—
and not my full name. With all s
defects It seemed Yetter to pis In print
than In manuscript, thongh the stanzas,
with the exception of the first, were not
in full rhythm. It struck me thet I ic

were to put to musdle It would make
& popular song.
“In 1846 the melody, which nfterward

hecame so0 popular, first mude Its appedre-
ance. Nelson Kneass, a young man who
liad a wory sweet tenor voles and a natoral
genlus for musie, introduced the song for
me, und It becdame at ouce 2 great favorite.
Ha obtained a position In = Plttsburg the-
atre then under the mansgament of (Charles
8. Porter. Oupe day while pehearsing Por-
ter told Knepks if he would get & new
song he wounld be cast In the piece,

Thers wis a hanger-on abotit the theaire
named Hnunt, who bud some Hiterary
tayres, and Knegss psked him o hont up
soma verses proper for music. Hunt gald
he had-seen some In an English newspaper
thnt he thought sultable. for by this time
‘Hen’ Bolt" bnd travelled sbvoud, and, as
he had lost the copy, tried to, repeat them
from memory.

“He couldn't remember fhem ecorrectly—
there wers gaps here and there—and he
made up the missing lines of thres stan-
zas. Kneass found an obgcure German alr
whiech sulted his purpose, and with very
ttle trouble adapted it to the words."

FOUR NEW THINGS

P

FASHION'S
NEW COAT

[s a Lenten
Creation Sure
to Be Popular?

VERY PRETTY, «
BUT EXPENSIVE.

The Creation a Dressy Affair
Foretelling Smaller
Sleeves,

Tea snd morning Jackets have given
place to the Lenten coat, It is & handsome
thing, constructed on the same original
plan, assuming ndditional dignity because

of Ita name, It will be worn principally

by the hostess when the. sewing cirele
meets at ber home, or may be donned with
lmpuaity when intlmate friends assemble.
One, which has just left the modiste’s

gsanctum, s Puritanleal In lts outward

gimplicity, but costs the significant sum

of 0. The negligee coat 18 cut quits short
and full, This of the Illustration 18 of
pale bine brocaded taffetas, striped by a
delicate floral vine, A unique collar sup-
plies a decorative totich.

It Is eut In trlangular form, two reaching
across the front and & corresponding
number at the back. These arve framed In
lace Insertions, around which a frill of
cream lace falls In cascade fashlon. At
the shoulder the collar portlons dlvide and
display a full puoffed sleeve of elbow
length. A broad sush of blue satin en-
ctrcles the walst, tylng with peeelsion into
a stiff bow and long ends at the left slde.

French women ¢&n never forego their
frivolons fancies, even when doing pen-
ance, Therefore, the lmported Lenten coat
l8 o dressy affalr. In It Is observed the
coming ides of smaller gleeves. An ex-
gulsite shade of apple-green tafletas is
velled |n oriental lace Insertions. The
half-fitting fronts are attacked fo a yoke
of peau de sole, embroldered In jacque-
minot buds. A frill of green taffelns is
visible beneath g pluiting of white chiffon,
whieh defines the yoke at back and front,
A strip of lnsertlon overlays a double box
plait of chiffon, which extends from the
peck to the bottom of the coaf, hiding the
buttons.

IN WOMEN'S CORSETS.

Dréoplng hishop slesves with Httle full-
ness are mode of pean
de dole and are finlshed by two rows of
plaitings and & pinked ruffle, which fure
derldedly gt the elbow. At the back the
cout is fitted to the form, and springs in
effective Tillness over the tiny bustle,
which must be worn with It. A ecrush
eollur or stock 18 optlonal. It is slmply
finished with & neckband.

Lenten coats introduce most wonderfnl
color comblindtions, and are confected of
ribbons, !osertion, mull aend

the embroldered

sille, msso-

LENT GOWNS
. IN PARIS.

American Women

Copy Those Wom
By Actresses.

PRETTY COSTUMES
OF WIDOWS.

They Go to Dinner and Church
Carrying a Great White
Flower.

PARITS, Feb. 15,

The presence of Lent ls felt in Paris
and talked of averywherse, It 18 with us
&0 early this year. Bui then everybody
is hoping that Spring I8 keeping pace
with the Lenten season, fnd thet they
ghall both appesr In the hosizon of the
busy world shoulder to [Youlder.

',

PRETTY PARIS WIDOWS IN MOURNING GOWNS.

clated ln striking manner, “Tnlie la lavish-
iy nsed as a trimming, aod I& no longer
known by lts old-fashioned name, buot by

the newer tltle of ‘“‘moline.’

Alrendy 1 have seen some of the eariler
Spring flowerds and some besuliful sprays
of white Hlac at the Hitle flower stands.
But they shivered and looked so waxen,
andl thers was an sir of forced festivity
dbout them thet was almost painful.

The flowers may be coaxed out of season
fo glve thelr porfume to the wintry alr,
but there 5 a0 power on earth that could
coax a Freacl conturlere to give out of
geagan A hint as to what Dame KRashion
holds in srore for us this Spring.

But, of course, belng French, monsleur
dors wot settle the guestion by stubbornly
refusing In g0 many words to give hints
out of season. He politely eludes It and
asks it be may have the plensure of
showing yon some of his newest mid-Lent
dinner gowns, You notice right away that
the ball dresses and the opera cloaks &o
longer hold the place of honor

GOWNS FOR DINNER,

The dinner gowns held full sway. There
Is litfle dilervénce, ‘you notice, between
the bhall dresses and the drssslest dianer
gown, The dinper gowns, so muny of
theny, are decollete neck, elbow sleeves,
and yet there is a llttle something about
them that mukes one feel that they are
Just a trille more subdued, maybe.

One of the handsomest gowns I saw
was of white satin, with embossed velvet
thistlen, a tritleé more delleate In color
than the natursl fowers, The full godet
skirt of the embossed &nfin hnd a panel
of white satin st the left slde coverved
with a fall of chiffon. Bands of Jjewelied

| pussementerie studded with brilliants and

amerhysts edged the panel

The bodice of the embossed satln was
short, and ended In a point back and
front. At the frout the bodice opened In
Vv fashlon over 4 low, square bodice of
the plain satin, with & full ehlffon cover-
inz. A band of the jewelled passemen-

|| terie adged the V and came around upder

low, square back. The full elbow sleeves
were of amethyst velvet, with a band of
the passementerle and a full ruff of chif-
fon  finishing the botiom.

Anothear dinper gown had a full godet
shirt of white moire, coversd very full
with monsseline de soie that bordered
more on to eresm white, At the front the
moungsellne de sole opened to show qulte
& broad panel of the molre petticoat,
Along the edge of the panel were five tloy
rufiles of the mousseline de sole, bordered
with & parrow edge of Valenclennes lace,
The walst was of dull mistletoe green
brocaded satin, with full, short basques
and & broad vest.

The vest of molre was covered with
mauve chiffon, and a high stock collar of
the chiffon wus fastened at the back with
a large rhinestone huckle. The sleeves
were very full coat sleeves, tight below
the: elbow: and remching well over the
Hund, It 18 astonishing to kEnow how much
of the charming, dainty detall of a gown
passes unnotieed at a large ball or dance
whers people @it by and are loit In the
erowd. There remalns for you only an im-
pression of the ensemble. But when one has
to st for four or five hours with a dozen
or leéss people within the range of wvision
any lttle discrepancies In a tollet become
positively Irritating.

DRESSING THE HANDS.

In selecting a dinner gown a woman
must think of lLer hands and never wear
a sleeve that ioterferes with the eclroula-
tlon, for veiny, purplish hands bobbing
about on a snow-white tablecloth are pain-
ful to look at.

A frill of old lace or chiffon finishing
the slesve, whether It be an elbow or
a coat sleeve, s slways becoming. I saw
at one of the shops a dinner gown that
bad Just been made for a very stunning
American woman, the wife of one of the
tilost promiment physiclans of Paris.

The petticoat was of cornl satin; and

the plaln, full godet overskirt wus of yery
Ioosely woven fawn gilk orepon. so that
the corul petticost was qunlte conspleunous,
There was very little of the fawn crepon
mbout the waist, just enough of the cornl
sutin to glve the efféct of 4 low corsa
that wuas cut in rounded V fashion in
fromf, Above this corsage was a very full
walsh of white satin, with an old-fash-
foned striped design In coral. It was
shirred foll at the
fell in loose blouse fashlon over the cor-
sage, and at the front there wis a looge
hox-plait that came to the bottom of the
basque.

The seams of the wvery full, long cont
dleeves of the fignred satin opened at the
bock seam a tpifle, and finlshed with a
ruff of chiffon and a button. The buttons
on the dress  were exquislte—smooth,
round, polished centres of coral, set around
with brilllants. There were three of these
buti-romr down the front box plait of the
wialst- L

The high stoek collir of «wcornl wvelvet
had very full ruffs that stoed out quite far
on cach side. A Frenclh couturiere studles
continually the combinations of color. High
stack coliprs of coral chiffon are much
wori.

AN AMERICAN (ORDER,

‘When mnot bugy madame has her big

box of bright-colored bits of velvet and

tibbons before her, studying her color
problemns., While I was In one of (he
shoqg the other sfterncen o very “new
vl Amerfean woman eame bustilng in,
all enthusinsm, and gave an order for an
elegant dinner gown “llke thint she hid

| dust seen Iln one of the new plays."

Madame took ip at once that the woman

had never once given the becomltgness
of the gown to herself a thought, but she
fell in with the woman's spirit of enthu-
glasm, and whille she to Agres,
it was funny to see how she uprooted
eve Iden of the woman's and trans-
planted her own lostead,

When madame felt that she was not
eonvinelng Ler clientele as rapldly as she
might, she would take the colors from her
sainple box and Enot them in the most
bewltehing way and stick them sbout In
the womsn's hair or under the chin. and
every time she gulned ber polut. It wag
decelt, of course, but *“‘the end Justifled
the means.'

The woman was saved from belng a guy,
and the alr of “new richness" want v
sach n Sn;enz- thing that ‘“he who ™
may read” the fact.

Another dinner gown I saw that h
been ordered for o bod was of chu_ufeu-h
gllk, gold and Illlac. It swas very slmpll
but exquisitely dainty in every detail.

The walst was a baby walgt of the slik,
with a very fall cordlng of narrow ercpin
Valenciennes Inserting and gold satin rib-
bon hardly an inch wide ghirred In perpen-
dicojar stripes. Instead of the regulation
berthn of fulled lace thére was a finlsh to
the low, round neck that was chiarming.
“Points’” of the insertion and the xnﬁl
ribhon with a tiny edglng of the Valen-
clennes lapped esch other and fell gquite
far down, forming a bertha that was very
original and becomlng.

The sleeves were vory full elbow sleevas;
with o fall of the ribbon snd lnce polnts
for a finlsh. The full godet skirt of the
chongeable sllk was worn over the walsi,
angl the belt of wide, heavy satin ribbon,
gold on one slde and Hlae on the other,
was tnrked for two or three inches to the
hack of the skirt, This was to be brought
aronnd the walst twilce and tied at the iuft
slide 1n a long, perpendlenlar bow with one

loop, ;
SIYLISH WIDOWS.

The [atest combinatious of colors, 1 see,
are the hellotropes and soft greens, fa-
vorltes of the matrons, and the churming
way that yellows are combined, from the
Hglitest corn color to the smoke browns,
tiklng In «ll the Intermedlate lones o
orange und burat orange. i p

Widows I find are twice and thrice af-
fiicfpd. In Lent they are expected not to
mitend dioners, but to go to churih.
Chureh, ehurch without ceaglng! Thely
sombre gowns nre of becoming material,
and they get themselves up lu what wo

cull “stlyle’ I dresslug very dense
black, they earry a white flowerl
Notwithatindisg the -all bot owrltten

code, 1 dld see n certain very lovely widow
at & dinner, She wore white and black,
bat never were white and black so sliversd
and pollshed. Jet, the nn;:gbty materal
that winks st you, twinkled from ghoul-
der to shonlder; and If there were not
tiny dlamonds hidden under that shimmier-
ing black chiffon yoke, 1 am noi an Amerl-
¢an glrl with dan e¢ye for diamonds.
‘From the churches there I8 & steady pro.
ceesion of these modish w! vhom all

the avins: aud followed the edge of the

m 8, W
sympaibize with aud voanlmonsly admire.
sympathiie with dud g HWIN,

e B MU RS

shotlder senms and |

Queens Who Care
Not for Fashion.

It Is m strange fuet that the only two
Indies of soversign rank who have exerciged
any intluence npna the feminine fashions in
the present cemtury have been of non-roynl
birth. The Empress Jdosephine ruled the
mode during the first decade of her hus-
band's relgu with o graclous despotism that
was far more vexdlly accepted, not only In
rance, bul everywhere else in the eivil-
tzed world, thau was her husband's tyrs
unny, while fifty years later Hmpress Tu=
genle vestored to Parls the glory of being
the capital of the world of fashion, sha
herself belng seated on the throne of the
lntter. And how powerful was her rule
piny be gathered from the fact that n_he
wias able, purcly by her intluence and with-
out the aid of any such punishments as
thbse whieh Peter the Great was wont to,
inillot npon his nobles caught disobeying
hig sumptunry lows, to hmpose upon Womi-
an kind that hldeous construvtion known as
the erinoliue, which In one form or an-
other has subsisted ever slnce, as, although
it disappears perlodleally, it alwaye bobs
up serenely agaliu after 4 year or Lwo,

But since the overthrow of the Napo-
leonic empire, fashion may be sald to bavae
been goversed in @ sort of republican man-
per, the ideas being put forth every year
by tlie great “eouturieres’ of Paris; who, s
@ general thing, make use of motresses for
the purpose of subwmitting - omw the stige
thelr crode degigus for the approval of the
feminine public In the plays that are pro-
duced at the ppening of each season. Then
the fashlons are toned down and rotined by
the great leaders of Parlsian wsoclety, who,
pruning them of everytliing that Is contrary
to the laws of elegunce and refinement,
lesue them: to. womanhood hh-mnghnut_the
olvillzed world. Fashion may, therefore, be
sald to be riled by a legisiature conslstiog |
of w lower holse formed by the Parislan
“eouturieros’ and gctresses, and by a4 sen-
wte compriging the chief leaders of tha
Parlsjan “grand-monde,’” such as the Com-
tosse de Grefulle, nee Yrincesge de Chimay, |
and of the guartet of young Duchesses, |
pamely, thelt Graces of Uzes, Noallles,
Brissge and Luynes, not forgetting thac
ever beantlful and ever elegant J.ad{ who
Is Enown in Paris as “‘the Countess, Just
i Af there were no other dumes possessed
of that title, und whose patronymuc ls the
well-known one of “de Ponrtales. i

Altliough the blond Comtesse de Portalea
1s responsible for education of the,
Princess of Waled s far as all questions
of feminine elegance and fustilon are con-
cerned, yet she has never succeeded in fm-|

arting to Her Royal Highness the gift of

ow to rule “la mode'’ in the TUunlied King-
dom, aund in splte of the universal popu-|
latity, admiration, and even affection that,
the = foture Queen of England enjoys,
throughout the length and breadth of ber |
udopted couptry, It s probable that her in-
fluence In inatters of dress is inferlor Ilu-
“every respect to that, for instance, of the
Countess of Warwlek.

Indeed, ﬁhem tgrg
many who do nof hesltate to alicge a

mueh - of the aversion inunifested by the |
Princess fot the lovely Countess Is attrib-,
utable preecisely to the superiort of tha|
latter's mfienca ln all matters relating to
feminine apparel. The Princess aud her
daughters have not only not led the =t
lon, but they [lun-e noi even followed 1t
the most striking proot thereof being af-

forded by tle fiet that they have never
adopted the puffed sleeves wh dix?nt‘: ‘lm::.
o, au

in vogie for Lwo years past,
cxminution of the portralis of the Prince
of Wiles's charming consort will show that
during the Ipst fifteen years, ai any rate, '
‘the cut of ber dresses has searcely varied

at all. For cutringe dresses und gowus, te
be worn at ARy du;;:l t 'tg.nmt. ons, the
shape koown as “the Princess hus always
seen adhered to, the tollet Dbeing Invaria-
Liy set off by those tily little bonoets
whiich bear her name, no one having ever
soen Her Royal Highness colffed by what
are known o “‘pletare hats,” Her evening
dresses, although the texture and the trim-
mings may vary, display the same Ccon-
stuncy us regards cut, whlle the favorite
witize of the Princess and ol her daughters
on oridlnnry occasions has been the simplest
of taflormade frocks and Jackets, without
pmbrolderies ¢r garniture. Indeed, these
muy be sald to constitute the gustomary
attire of thelr Royal nghrluﬂs&. -

Tdentically the snme thing may be sald
of the widowed Crarina of Russin, whoes
tastes Ju all matters concerning dress In
no wlse differ from, those of her sister, the
Princess of Wales, Indeed It wao ba
impossible to cencelve anything mote alm-
ple in the shape of follet thun the entirely
pliln black or dark blae tullor-made gowns |
which the Empress bas heen wearing for
pearly two decades past Her doughter-
in-law, thé yonrg Czaring, shares the same
ideas, and ]’mving ‘been Lrovght up elther
in England or amon English surronndings:
her ideas with regard to dress are thorough-
Iy Briftish, whereas those of the ladles of
her Court wud ‘of the leaders of Russian
goclety are altogether Parislan, y

Queen Sopbia of Sweden ls a member of
the Sulvation Army, and affects the style
of ratment pecullnr to that crganization,
whan she 18 not suffering from (those at-
tacks of hypochondriae insani which ne.
cessitate her being placed under restralnt
every now and aguln, Queen Emma of the
Netheriands is still in widow’'s weeds, be-
sidos boing enopmously stott. She malkes
no pretentlons whatsoever with regard to
dress, although her daughter, the fifteen-
enr-old Queen Wilhelmine, already shows
ndlentions of r strong tumte for 1eud:_nf the
fashion, Quuen Henriette of Belglum s an’
old, white-hnlted woman, broken by 1
lenlth pnd nBoappineas, and whose dress
lins always been simple ‘to the point of
dowillness,  Npr yet can the Kmpress of
Germany be sald to lend the fashion in Her
hunhﬁnd‘s cumlniu?s. For o? the o‘:.m' h:i%‘
her dresses are of too enstly a charncters
to he copled by women possessad of modest
fortunes, while on the other hand thoss
who nre rich enough to get thelr gowns
from Paris have thelr teath get on edge

by the loudness and’ of harmony, #s
.-w‘;I! as of eleganoe, tha charscterige ¢ ,.] X
perinl Mujesty, ___ _ *

tollets of Her In




